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What will you do for ELSNET In FP5?

Steven Krauver, ELSNET CoordinatoiUtrecht Unversity

Cument membersof the ELSNET Exetive Board, together withrepresentaties 21d runningagain. | tis our ambition to meke
from VDI/VDE ad ARAX, who will Iz responsl for tre umrackd 't theplacewheeeverybodyin our field goes
ELSNET webste. Steven Krauwer isscandfrom tre right inthe frat row

The ELSNET activities under the umbrdla of the
Eurgpesn Commisson§ Fifth Framework Programme
have now garted for real.Wehope thet thetrangtion from
the old to the new Framavork Programme has been
smooth,but it is certainy not our intention to meke it
completsf inviside You may have noticed that dthough
wehaverft even considered changing ELSNE T nane, the
expansion of the acrorym is nov OEwpean Network of
Excdlence in Human Language TednolaiesOrstead of
OLanguge and SeechOThe reason for this is of couse,
not that we have dropped language and eech and their
integaion from our agenda, but rather the
aknowvledgment that we can no longer aford just to
concentte on the two traditiond informdion carries in
human-to-human ad human-machine communicaon.
Written and spoken languege are more and morefound as
embeded parts of larger communic#on or informaion
systemgs integgrated with other moddities Obvious
examples are the web, mobile tdlephony, and multimedia
contentand | am pretty sure thet by the time we are hdf
way through this Frameork Progammenev gplicdion
aress will have gppeaed on the horizon.

ELSNET, as the comrmanity of key playess in this field
in Europe will of couse continuousy be a the
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forefront of these n& developmentsAs
an oganisdion, with the specific objecte
of suppoting and &cilitating the work of

this comnunity, we will contirue to act as

a forum where leseathess and deelopes
can shae their poblems their solutions
ther needs their expetise their
frustrtions ad their visons

To thisend we shdl continue to develop our
website (wwwelsnet.af), which Dafter along
period of very modest adivity Bis now up

fird when looking for informaion. We
cannot do thison our ovn. We have dreagt
joined forceswith the ather support projectsfunded by the
Human Language Tedwnolmies progranme (HOPE
/Euioma, ISLE/EAS ESand CLAS$ in order to build a
joint website whee each of the projeds will provide you
with specific types of informdion, but even that is nat
enoughMe need marehdp Bfrom you ELSNET was nat
<t W to ke an organiséion whee a handfu of people
sitting in an ofice do all the wrk, whilst othes just
watch and vait for something inteysting to emee. If
we eally want to popul@ our website with (pointes to)
relevant information, we need gur helpl am sue tha
evely sinde one ofyou is sitting on some infmaion
he or she wuld be hapy to shae with othes provided
someone mads &ailable the fcilities to collect anc
pulish the informdion, and this is exacty wha
ELSNET is ofering you.

I hope tha you will all read this as a psonal imitation
to contritute to ELSNET®Onbrmation dissemintion
activities. Wha we ask fom yu is reldively little: shae
with us the inbrmaion you hae and Wich you think

might be useful dr othes and wha you will get in
exchang is access to the iofmaion contriluted ly all
your ELSNET collegues which sounds lig a ery
good etum on yur investment!
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New Faces br ELSNET

Goodbye, Marik en: Welcome Brigitte!

Steven Krauwr, ELSNET Coordinator

In November 1997 w welcomed Mariken Boekhaen
as the n& ELSNET assistant codinaor, and nav the
time has come to ygoodbye to her gain.

When Marilen stated working with me | was a bit
concemed about the fact that she had no prior
knavledge of the field of languge and speech
technology, but to my suprise it didrl take her moe
than a éw weeks to find out Wwat ELSNET was dout,
wha had to be doneand hev we should oganise
ourselves in oder to leg things unning

Those of you who have dealt with her, will have
discovered, as | have, tha she was vely quick a
piking things up, very efficient and determined,
and never scared to tackle and solve unknown
problems In brief: a grea assistant to have in an
organisdion like ELSNET, whee every day may be
full of suprisesThanksMariken,for making my
lifelook as smooth as it cannot possibly have been

in redity over the last two yeas!

I n her new job, Marilen will be headng the support team
for the celebration of the 365h anniversay of our
univedty here & Utrett,and | woud liketo wish her (and
myself aspart of this univeidty) asuccessful birthdy paty!

The new assigant coordingor, Brigtte Burger, has dreagt

taken over Marikers taks and responsibilitiesShe
graduded in linguigics and has worked ever dnce as
manging asddant for the Utredht Inditute of Linguistics
OTS and the Foundéions for Language, and Speech,

Tetnolagy (both with their headquertes in Utredit). In

the later two functions she has had ample opportunity to

get acquainted with the ddightsandfrustetionsof working
in EU-funded projectsand even that didnd frighten her

from taking thisjob.

Coulgeous and efficient B 1Gn looking forwad to
collaborating with her!

And Finally ... A New Editor for ELSNews

Geoffrey SampsonUniversity of Sussex

Jenny Noris

The transition to Famewrk ProgrammeV coincides
with a chang of editor br ELSNewsand a lsang of
production site to the Umersity of Susse. We ofer a
warm welcome to the ne ELSNewdEditor, Dr Jenniter
Norris. Jenry occupied the editorial hair in Maich,
shotly &ter completing a PhD on the automatic
geneation of Oboutness expressionsOat the
neighbouring Uniessity of Brighton.

Jeniy will be working & Sussx University under my
directionFor both of us getting to gripswith the mysteries
of dektop publishing in reent weeks has been a novel

leaning experience We request reades(orgiveness in
advancein caseany rough edgesshow up in thisfirg issue

Moving to the Uniersity of Sussa& represented agtun
to familiar teritory for Fnry: she took her second
badelor® deree in Linguistics and Cgnitive Science
a Suss& University in 1989 (heing alreay taken a
degree in Genetics and Muabiology & University
College London seeral yeas edlier).

In the mean timeknry has had aaried caeer, which
has anged fom Miciobiology to Endish languae
teacing B both eerseasin Italy and Spainand with
classes ofimmigrants heg in Britain B to unning her
own husinessdesigning and making/ding wear.

Cyding is one of ny® may leisue-time integsts
She also enjgs sailing and is putting a lot o&ffort at
present intoastoring the olddmhouse into \Wwich she
and her &mily moved ecently. The ldest adition to the
famil; Erina,was bon just six monthsgo.

Welcome to the teamJenry! We look orward to
ELSNewsgoing fom stength to sength eer the
coming months



Multimedia Inter action for the
New Millenium B Part Il

Mark Maybury, The MITRE Coporation

Mark Maybury

Mark Mayhury gave an ELSNET suppt@d keynote spedt &
Eurospedt 1999 in Budpest.ELSNewspublished the fist
part of his éstiact,based on his spdgdn the last issue (8.4
December 1999)ere, as pomised,is the second par

Multimedia Inf ormation on Demand

Information on demand, the ability to provide
information talored to specific user neads, promises
new capabilities for reseah, educton and training
and dectronic commerce (eg, on-line informdaion
accessquestion answering, and cugomer service).
Wheiess dgnificant commercial activity has f ocused on
providing access to documents web pages and
structued data sourcesless atention hasbeen gven to
multimedia informaion on demand. To echieve
effectie multimediainformaion on demand, honever,
requiesa confluence of cagabilities from sverd fields
induding image, speelt and language processing
informaion retrizal, informaion extraction,
transléon, summarigéon,and presentdon design.

Scientists have begun creding sysems to provide
tailored, content-based access to multimedia
including text, imayery, audi¢ and video (Maybury
1997). For example by synergisticaly combining
techniques for processing speech, languge, and
imagery, MITRE devdoped a sophisticated news
undestanding system, the Broadcast News Navigator
(BNN) (Maybury et al. 1997). The web-based BNN
gives the user the ability to browse quey (using free
text or named entities), and view stories or ther
multimedia summaries. For exampleFigue 2 displays

all stories @bout Diana on CNN Prime News during

Augustb Seember 1997). For each story, theuser can
view its cosed cgption text, named entities (i.e,
people placesorganiséions time mong), an
extracted multimedia summary, or view the full
origind video of a story.

Figure 2. Tilored Multimedia News

The user can d<0 graph trends of named entities in the
news for given sources and time periods For examplg
Figue 3 graphs the onst and ebaement of stories on
Princess Dianaand Mother Teresa8bl5 September 1997.

Figure 3. Emporal Visualisation ofNamed Entities

Analysing audio, videgand text streamsfrom digitised
videq BNN segments dories extracts named entities
summarises stories and designs presentdons to

provide the end user with content-based, pessonalise
web access to the news (Maybury et d. 1997). For
examplewithin the video stream colour higograms
areused to dassfy framesand detect scene changs In

Fedure
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the audio stream, algorithms detect silence, speakr
changs and transcribe the poken language. Finally

the dosed caption stream and/or speech transcription
is procesed to extract named entities. This fully

automéed broadcast news system gandsin contrast to

the current method of mamad transcription and

summarigéon of broadcag news (eg., via dosed
captioning services) which is expensk, error prone

and can result in dissemination deays BNN has been

integrated into a larger system cdled GeoNODE

(Hyland e d 1999), which correl@es named entities

acmoss stories to create story clustes and then

patitions these dustes from a constructed
hypegraph to identify topics automatically.

Our andyses show that in keytasks such as segmenting
stories audio and imagety procesing can enhance

algorithmswhich are based only on linguistic cues (e.g,

explicitly stated anchor welcomesandor to repotter
handdffs, stoy introductions)For example silence
detectionspeakr chang detection, and key frame
detection (e.g, blak frameslogog can improve the

perbrmance of text-only story segmentex By

modéling story transitions using hidden Markov

models and learning themaost effective combination of

cross media cues (Boykin and Merlino 1999),

successe vesions of the system have incrementayi

inceased performance

Given propety ddineated story boundaries BNN is
able to summarise the goryin a variety of fashions
This includes extracting (Aberdeen & d. 19%) the
most significant named entities, extracting visud
elements (eg, key frames) and/or ummarising the
story text and credaing from these dements a
multimedia summary. We have integrated Carneagie
Mdlon Univesity@ SPHINX-1l speech system into
BNN and have begun experiments in extracting
named entities from transcribed  stories

Figure 4. Manual fanscription and Extraction

For exampleFigue 4 showsa manud transcript of a
s@ment of a gory with human markup of locations
(bold italic) and organiséions (bold underlined). In
contiast,Figue 5 shows an automated transcription

of anewssegment followed by automat ed markup of
locdions (bold itdic) and organisaions (bold
undelined). Notice the errors in the automaed
transcript of omission of punctuon and content
(eg, AO, GWNDQ and substitutions (eg,
OEVEWNNO for GCONSIDERINGQ OTRIAD for
ORNELO) Also note errors in the named entity
identifiction in Figure 5 (BLACKOis identified
as a locaion, QUNITED STATESO and
OCONGRESSION BLACK CAUCUSO ar
missed). In the DARPA HUB-4 informdion
extraction evaludion, the version of the g/stem
described in (Pdmer et d. 1999) achieved 71E81%
accuacy on broadcag news Peech data with awide
range of word error ra es (WERs) ranging from 13%
to 28%. The model achieved 88% accurag/ on
reference transcriptions with WER 0% (likeFigure 4).

Figure 5. Automated renscription and Extraction

Even when deding with closed-gationed text, we
faece a 10B15% word error rate because of emors
introduced during manual transcription.The word
eror ratesfor thebest automated Peech transcription
gystems (depending upon processing speed) rang
widely from 13E28% on studio quality speech (e.q,
antior segments) to 40% or higher on shots with
degraded audio (e.g, repotters in the fidd, spears
cdling in over the phone, mudc in the background).
Futhemore, neither cosed cgptions nor speech
transcripts have case informaion to use, for example
to recgnise proper nouns In addition, speeb
transcripts contain no punctuation and can contain
dysfluencies (eg, hesitéions false starts), which
further reduces performance levels However, it is
impotant to point out that the type of ermors
introduced during human transcription are distinct
from those made by automated transcriptionwhich
can have different consequences for subsequent
named entity processingln the HUB-4 evalugions
(DARRA 1999), named entity extraction on clean,
caselessnd punctuationless manual transcripts was
goproximaely 90%, in contrast to the best extraction
perbrmance on newswire with case, which was
goproximaely 94%. >



MITRE® named entity extraction system, called

Alembic (Abedeen e d. 1995), condsts of rule
sequences that are automaicaly induced from an
annotted corpus wsing errorbased transérmaional
leaming This sgnificantly enhances cross domain
portability and sysem build time (from yeas or months
to weeks) and dso resutsin more perspicuousrule sts
Our Alembic group is presenyl pursing the induction
of reldiond structue with the intent of automted
event template filling.

We have peformed anumber of user studies (Merlino
and Maybury 1999) to discover the optimal mix of
summay elements (eg. key frames key extracted
named entities text extracts).Compaed to a digtd
VCR,BNN enables usersto perform theirinformaion
seeking tasks more accuraely, faster (in some cases six
times as fast),and with twice the satisfaction compared
to traditiond displays

Condusion

Multimedia interfaces and multimedia informaion
access contine to adance Our aility to haness
multimedia br user benefit will become an irasindy
impottant challeng as we move into the next
millennium.
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Report

Computers, Language and Speeb

Report of the Royal Society/British Acadeny joint
discussion meeting22b23 Jeember 1999

The &ent vas oganised by Ryer Needham, Gerald Gazdand Kaen Sgrck bnes

This report was contributed byserald Gadar

Gerald Gazdar

Asreadesof ELSNew&now well,thee has beenrecent
rapid devdopment in the use of stdigica techniques in

both written and gpoken language processingn the light

of this development,ther are importaat isues to

address about the interaction between forma symbolic

theories of languge and the new staigicd gppioabes
The centrd question addressed in the meeting was how

bet¢ to combine rulebaed and staistics-based
gopoahes to naurd language More specificaly; it
provided an opportunity for the text and speech
comnunities to exchang ther respectie findings and
idess inthe light of

« the growth of compus-based strategies in text
inteppretdaion and genedtion, until quite recenty
primariy symbolic and rule-based,;

« theintered in enriching speech processinghitheto
predominanyldatistics-baseajth prior knowledg
of asymbolickind.

The meating was timdy gven the increadng demand for
precticd NL P sysems able to cope with bulky, changing
or untidy meterial, and the rapid growth of madine
resouees able to support the demanding data anaysis
and rule goplicéion that this devdopment implies

ThespeakeiswereFemando Perira(AT&T), Julie Caron-
Berndsen (UCD), Stehen Pulman (Cambridge), Haald
Baaen (Nijmegen), Stphen Rends (Sheffield), Roni

Rosendld (CMU), Mari Ostendorf(Boston), Geoffrey

Sampson  (Sussex), Hiyan Alshawi (AT&T), Jon
Obetander(Edintuigh), Stghen Young (Cambridge), Raul
Tajor (Ednburgh) and Kathleen McKeawn (Cdumbig.

Some ofthe paes illustrated the inteaction betwen
staistical dda and modelules br speelr processing
whether in recanition or synthesis. Othes were
concemed with text or transcribed speech. At the same
time the papes addressed many different languagelevels
from the components of words through intermedide
wnits like phrases or sentences, to discourse units like
whole didogue turns to extended text, and even to the
real world domainsthat underlie linguistic expressions

Smeof thepgersstated from theuseof staisticd data

and pushed this pag words to cgptule larger unit

regularities and hence higher-level language structue;

othes dso dated from the data but atempted to

leveige paten capture by exploiting independent
linguidic feaures constants or rules But the

complementgrstrategy, stating from the rue end but

modifying and devdoping an initid model in the light of

obseved ussge, wes dso represented.

The papes presented illustrated a wide rang of
tediniques or cgturing stéistical egularities anddr
representing syntagmaic and paradigméic language
structue, in a wey suited to linking déa and ules
whether warking up fom the 6rmer or top dan from
the ldter. Again, just as the pers dtaded diferent
languae leels they also adiressed difelent subtasks
within the scope of a comprehensie language
processing systenfor instancefrom word recagnition
in intempretdion to style consgints in tet genegtion.
They also illusteted the ole of stdistically-motivated
goproadies br some aplication taskslike transldion.

Memog-based techniques made sveld gppeaances:
two of the papers employed them for prosodicai
coheent eech gyntheds whilg a third proposed a
gstem for morpholajcd interpretdion in which a
paser and apar memory compete to deiver the most
plausite word gructue Memoy failsby definition, for
items previousy unseen. The Ounkma word(roblem
is pervasie in NLP and was explicity addressed by
seeid speskers >



Finally, thee were papes that addressed the inputs and
outputs for work in this whole area,namey the geneal
requiements for systemdically described corpus data as
input,and the evaludion of thereaults of daa anaysis
both from a methodologcd point of view and as
illustretions of the performance that language process&
exploiting statigical resouces can currenty achieve.

Thee were, moreoser, some significant common

threads in the meeting pars The first was an emphasi
on the centl role of the vord. As Rereira pointed out,
the widespead adoption othe word as the cen#éd unit

of anayss makes it essier to anchor theory in

obsewation. The second tlead vas a willingness tg
rewire the canonical auit diagram for NLP systems
by relaxing accpted dvisions of level and unitT his
was illusteted most damaically in the pgers given by
Alshawi and Young And the thid was a libegtion of
text-based NLP lyught dout ty the maginalisaion of
the notion of well-formednessinstead of simply
rejecting an pproac a priori on the gounds thait

could be proved to fail in certan cdrcumstances
reseathels now embrace techniques tha hae the

potential to vork well most of the time Success hag
become a ntter of degree

It is of coure dfficult to sy whether a mesting only a
fev months ago, in an area in which mediafriendly
Odisa@riesOand OlerakthoughsOdo not figure and
whete the pgpeis have not yet been published has had
an effect. But the discussion that followed esch paper
was extensie and invariably constructie And the
feedbdc from those who atended was uniformly
positve: one partici pant commented thet it wasthe only
sud event a which he had felt moved to atend every

5 Philosophical Tansactions of the Ryal Society Series A

paper and the only one a which he had no cause to

regret any of his atendance decisons. More genedlly,
the time was dealy right for such a meeting and the
comments made by participants suggest tha it will
encouae releant reseach, both by those who wele
thee and and by thoee who seek out and reed the
pubished papes.

The pioceedings othe meeting (inkeiding reports of
the discussion) arpuldished inApril this year in the

Volume 358, Isuie 1769 [this is the world® olded
scientific jounal! B Ed.].A contents list and an der
form for the wlume is aailable & httpAwww.cays
susx.awk/lab/nlp/colasp/colaspnl  or from
Jcqueline Knpp d the Royal Society Thee is 3
significant discountdr membes of the ACL.
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Feaure

Does ELSNET No Longe Go East?

Geore Chikoidze Thilisi State Unversity Georgia

Enviors d Middeta, tre amdert cgatd of Geomia (2nd
Sympaium, 1997). In tte fagroud are Gexgian oude Nino
Amiridz and Tenuri Kutsa Bothare currently wokirg abroad:
Ninoa Utreht Universty Taruri inLirnz.

During her 1993 visit to @&d Britain, the futue

member ofthe Geogian Ratiament, Nani Chanishvili,
hgopened to mention that in Georgia, despite
paticulady had times some eseach goups ver

manging to contirue their wark in computéonal

linguistics speeb recagnition and lgic. In response
she vas irvited to the Cene for Canitive Science ta
the Uniersity of Edinburgh,where she described the¢
state of affairs in Geogia, both in gnesl, and in the
specific aovementioned fidds She also met

reseachers a the Cent, including dnahan Ginzlurg

and Enricv allduv’.

Between themGinzhurg andVallduv’ initiated a couwse
of action which laid the dunddions for the pesent
Cente for Languae, Logic and Speécd Thilisi State
University. In 1994, mainy on their initidive, the Thilisi

Spring Stool in Languae, Logic and Comput#on was
held. In addition to Ginzlirg andVallduv’, Gregor

Erbat and Tim Femando also ae lectues The
success ofthis forum sugyested the needf a Cent
to unite the hitheto uncoordinged reseaihes in

language tetinolgies into one commity. Ginzburg

and Vallduv' also thought thasut a united cengér
would be betterdr atracting the gention of Westen

partners and in this espect thg tumed out to be tre
prophets

Before elaborating on this l&er point,| will give a brief
histoty of linguistic reseach in Geogia.

Georgia has a stng histoy in traditional linguistics and
logic One prominent linguist, Th. Gamkelidz,

founded the Omartment of Stiuctuel

andA pplied Linguistics @Thbilisi State
University in the lae O6Qswhere
mahemaics some Igic and
rudimentgr computationa lingu gics
wele taught. Over tha decade | was
directing a poject on mahine
transldion from Russian into Georgian,
and was able to use my expetise torun
severd cour seson machinetranslaion.

The Institute ofControl Systems &
the Geogian Acadeny of Sciences
whee | was then (and am now)
emploed,has plged a ppominent ole
in the deelopment of reseath in
Language and SpedtTedinologies in Geagia. From
1959 to 1999 tw Depatments of the Institute of
Speet and ofLanguae, have worked either spagtely
or jointy on automdic transldon, speeb dialgue
languae leaning spealer identificdion and moe

Within the University the Institutes of Applied
Mathemaics Oriental Sudies, Cybenetics and
Linguidics have dl been conducting reseach in
various topicsrelded to computationd linguistics. For
example a group a the Institute of Linguistics has
been working intensively over the last decade on
computer moddling of the notoriously complex
Geogian morpholayy.

I must admit (though such declaetions are now

drasticaly out of vogue) tha all this eseach was ether
genepusy financed # the USSR institutionsThus the

above-mentioned pjects & the Institute ofControl

Systems wre sponsad br 15 yeas (1977D1991)\b
the Ministries of Defence andustice by the Nay and
sevelal All-Union scientific programmes

At that time, the gneanl ideolay and poliy of the

USSR gvemment meant thaall contacts with the
West, including scientific oneswele stricty restricted
and impededas was the lIbw of informaion from

periodicals books paticipation in forums &road and
S0 on.As a esult,| (and \ely probably not only myself!)

atended the lectws ofthe Thilisi Spring Stiool which

covered the moderissues in Igic and linguistics mety

out of curiosity without having any serious

undestanding ottheir tenar

It seems thathis quite undeseed feeling of Omental
inferiorityOand our egemness to vercome it, were the
most paverful incentizes behind the ganisdion of the
new Cente for Langu@e, Logic and Spedt Crucially,



we sav this as a means oimproving
existing weak contacts with théfest and
estélishing new onesThe Cente was
founded in the autumn @994,and the
Board included representaves of
almost all the institutions kich had
been carrying out related reseach
independentf fom one another in the
fields of languae, speeb, logic and
computdion.

The first undertaking of the new Centre
was an Interngiond S/mposium on
Language, Speeh and Computation, held
in the autumn of 19% a Gudauri, a
fashionble mountan/ski resot near the

sceney and comfortable hotd (with

swimming pod and exquisite menu) wete wonderfulYet
the red success was due to the paticipaion of some
prominent Peskers (Robin Cooper, Pater Gardenbrs,
Aravind Joshi,and others). As a result,guests and hods
unanimougldecided to make this aregulat biennial event.

T he First Symposium provided agrea opportunity to
male persona contactswith our guests from the\West.
However, the most important ef fect (perhgps partially
influenced by having made these contacts) wes the
promotion of the Centre as a Coordinding Node in

the BLSNET Goes Eastd (EGE) Project.It was
fortunae for us tha the EGE Project was running
then,and even more lucky thet it wascoordinded by
two business-lig actie and kind young people: Eric
Jan van der Linden and Ingrid van Loon. Ingrid, in

particular has subsequently been enormousy he pful

and supportive, even ater theend of EGE.

The EGE Riject provided us initiay with essential
equipmenta travel budget and conéence egistetion

fees as well as a pecious set ofbooks and othe
essentials However the cenél event suppoted Ly

EGE was the Second Symposium on Langgidogic

and Computaion, hdd in 197 in the cepitd of

Geomia, Thilisi, at the Stee Univessity. It again dtracted
some pominent pdicipants su@ as Dik de éngh,
Barbam Partee, Ju. Apresan and others Serious
scientific discussions were punctusted by some
enjoyable and elaxing ®ents the most memable of
which was a visit to Kkheti, the main wine-psducing
region of Geopia.

Finally, the Third Thilisi Symposium vas oganizd in
conjunction with the Uniesity of Amstedam. It was
held last yar (1999) athe Blak Sea@sot of Chakvi,
where the hotel cottes ae¢ spead out along the se
shore. BesideDold-timaf{Robin CooperPaul Dekler,
Dick de &ngh) thee were some pminent ne faces

At the 3rd Symposium (1999) GgerChiloidz discusses something yampotant
manridge o the Caucsus The beautiful with Olga Beguslavskaja (Moscow).

The Poceedings ofthe Fist and Second Symposiaea
pubished ly Stanbrd Uniersity Press andbilisi State
Univessity respectiely The Fourth Symposium (2001
is to tale place in Kitaisi,the second lagest city (after
Thilisi) of Geomia. As or this year, we ae working on
prepagtions for the Summer $wol (cosering the samg
topics as the Symposidp be held beteen 29thAugust
and 8th Sgtember [se®Fute EventsOpg 16 B Ed.]
for which the Poceedings a being mpared.

Well then ..why this feeling of dissaisfactionVhd is
missing!?

Wha is missing | would sg is the sindg most pecious
thing:the level of acquaintance with modetheories o
langugge and lgic. Even with the ery friendly and
helpful contacts & hae made Bour Symposiaye ae
left with a serious lack of any WestenbEastar
common scientific mject.

This problem is partly addressed through some of our
students and young reseathers visiting leading
scentific centres of the West (mainly in the
Nethelands but dso in Swveden and some other
countries)Sud visitsare, hovever, few and not always
successful:patticulaty when the best of our
reseahes strive to stay abroad!

Wha we need is m@& books and inaductoly couses
aimed & updding our knavledge, especialy for the
younger membes of our commnity, who ae our
future. We have takn some fist stps hee:for excample
the tutorials held during th&hird Symposium;the
acquisition of a set of books presented by the
Univessity of Amstedam,which, along with some &
alrea¢ had,make a god star for a futue library. We

=

ahave irvited some visiting lecters (A. Voronkov and
M. Marx), who will tead various intoductoy couses;
and,of coursethere is the Summer &ool, which will

sud as Lauri Karttunen,lgor Mel«tiuk,Annie Zaenen
and othes

run se/en couses on linguistic and djic topics >
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