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L REC 2000 b
Resouces for the Millennium?

Dimitrios Kokkinakis, GStéorg University

ZappeionMegaron, central Athens

The secondConkence on Language Resoures and
Evaludion (LREC) was hosted \b the Institute of
Languge and Speech Procesing (ILSP), a the
prestigious xhibition hall of Zappeion Mearon in the
cente of Athens from 31 Mg to 2 dine 2000.To
accommodge the lage rumber of contributors events
were stuctued into bur themtc sessionsThe bur
domains weke: written aea; spoken resoumes and
evaluaion; evaludion in the written area; and
terminology. Eadh domain as ceered ky both egular
papes (30 sessions) and sometbé large rumber of
postes (16 sessionsfor the first timg | think, the
postes successfyll achieved first-dass stius as ar
integrated pat of a conerenceEleven seellite pre- and
post-conérence vorkshops completed the picainf a
successful grue whid illustrated the wariety of issues

that needed to be dabssed and discussetyring 300

Summer 2000

the follaving | will try to give a vew brief, but
necessanl subjectie, survey of wha | perceved as the
major aeas ofemphasis andanerl trends in cuent
wolk on Language Resouees (LR) and Human
Languae Technolay (HLT).

The conference prope began with a pand organised by
CaherineMadeod entitled OBsouesfor the MillenniumQ
Thiscomprised aseriesof present#onsin variousflaours
emphadsing key topics such @& multilingual resowes
pubic domain tools and speddised corpora.ln addition to
the more Otditional@hemesthee were some which
chated new directions within a familiar aea: the

standdisdion o resoures this time in the XML era
(eXtensile Markup Languege).We have for quite some
time been familiar with work on the Text Encoding
Initigtive (TEI), Coipus Encodng Sandard (CES, and
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for many Ominority@nguages suc
as Baque, Czed, Crod, Mdtes and
Slaenian. Whether or not the
funding agenciesboth naiond and

intendional, will continue to
suppdr the work achieved so far
remainsto be seen.

The ord and ftwale presentaons
provided evidence of the impact tha
HLT has had on the activities of
lead ngcompaniesin thefidd, sud as
Microsoft|BM, L&H, and Motorola
Lebs B demonstraing, once aggin,
hov siously they consider HLT as
an integrated pat of ther activities

Mr. P Efthimiou, Geek Minister of Education, addessing the comfience at the opening This is very positive. However, the

session. Next to him, &8 members ofhe organising committee Bdm left to right: Pof.

question that grudk meby theend of

G. Carayannis, Director of ILSP; Prf. A. Zampolli, Director of IL C and Pesident the confelence was whether we are

of ELRA; and Dr K. Choukri, ChiefExecutve Oficer of ELRA

time, however, thele was a strong feding that the
standaisaion of resouresandapplicdions and tod sthet

actuall implement the emerging and powerfu XML

tetinolay, are jug around the corner resoues tha will

endle ws to easly encade, mange re-useand exploe
compla textual, spolen,or mutimodd data.Nang Ide
and her co-workes gave agood insight into the capabilities
of the XML mechanisnsthat are mog relevant to language
engneeringreseath, and we should expect amovetowaids
it in the near future Bboth a the amotaion level, with
softvare support, and the praduct level.

As usd, a number of presentions reported progress in
ongoing projects sub as the American Natiord Corpus
(ANC), o recenyl competed ones sut as the Semartic
Informaion for Multifunctiond Plurilingual Lexica
(SIMPLE).Theimportance of agpects reldingto thelexicon
wete emphasised during discussons of SIMPLE Dand the
ledconwas dsoa the centre of aconsiderable number (over
40) of contrilutionsmary of which had SMPLE as the
coe Also within the same doman, Adan Kilgariff
informed the audience about some exciting reseanh tasks in
the direction signdled by the SENSEVAL (SENSe
EVALuaion) exercise and the plans for a continuaion with
moe languages and morerigorous evaludion criteia. \Word
ene disambiguetion, cross-langga enaoding and the
aquistion and linking of semanticlexica resouges and their
goplicaionsare some of the open issues thet will be under
contimingfocus in future activities

Duing the first LREC in Granada in 1998, issues wee
rased regarding the infrastuctue dedicated to LR and
Eastar Euopean and other less common languages
Thecurrent reseath dimate once mor e emphasises these
issuedA workshoppoger and pand sessions and sveal
paes in the main confelence were dedicated to the
continiingdiscussion of thedevelopment of LRfor such
languges These and other dmilar activities conveyed a

P - R U | Sy S (R I . | R R |

aout to experience the centralisaion
of resouces making them admost

uneahale for those of us on the ouside induding
thosein academia Timewill show howwe can find better

formulas for co-operation,finance and support for the

future in thisfidd.

The sessons wele genedlly vely interesting:hovever, in

some of the pands the audence fdt that a gimulaing
discusdon and debae betw een the pandllists and between
the pandlists and the audience, was lacking A similar issue

was rasd by Nicoletta Cdzdai & the summingup

sessionwhee she dso expresed her wish for mare

contrilutions to the discusson, paticulaty from the

industrialf-oriented delegaes

The sodid events induded an excuigon to theancient stedf

D dphi and, inevitably, apresentaon o the prepastion and

work dane <0 far for the summe Olympics in 2004, with
emphads on the Heenic heritage o the subect. The
conemceofficially ended with an extraodinay gdadinner

a the Hilton Hotd whele Antonio Zampdli wasonceagain
actdmed as the director o entetainmentand Chrigiane

Felbaum ad Fek Vossen amounced the interndional
saciety for WordNet. Geoge Caayamis and his staff hae

every resson to beproud of having organised such a fruitful

and gimulding mnferenceBy theway, was it the Microsoft
teamtha won theandent parody competition?

FOR INFORMA TION

Dimitrios Kokkinakis is Reseash Fellow in
Lexicography and NLP a SprEkda, in the
Depatment of Swedish Languge a GSteborg
Univessity in Sveden.

Email: s\vedk@senska.gu.se
Web: http://s\enska.gu.se/~gdk



TheHrg Interndiona Confelenceon
Naturd Language Genaaion: INLG 2000
and Languge Pocessing in |sel

John Carroll, University of Sussex

After nine biennid interndional
workshops on ndurd  languege
genestion from 1982to 1998,INL G
hasbean rdbom esamnferenceseries
INLG 2000 took pace Line12-16 in
Mitzpe Ramon (gael), an isolaed
locdion with stumning scenery in the
midde o the Negev Dest. The
conkrerce progranme incduded
thityman presentiions plus sudent
present#ons invited tdks sy/dem demondrations and
associga workshgps (Andyssfor Gengdion and Ghheence
in Generated Mutimedlig. Contriltos0 afiliatiors covered
twelhe countries spanning North and South America,
Europe theMiddle Eag, and Austalasia.

John Carroll

A common grand of work reported & the confeience was
the reuse of resouresfor geneation sysems with pgpes
on generic sydem framevorks wide-cwelagelexiconsand
shaedle processng components Anather popuar theme
tackled the genedion of utteencesin the context of laige-
scde applicdion systems sudh as speech-to-speéc
transléion, dynamicalj-credéed mulimeda present&ons
and muti-lingual and/ar multi-document summarisgion.

One of the highlights of the corference for me wes a
paoer session and pand discussion on the evaludion of
genedtion gystems Evaludion has not receved as mud
atention from reseahersin genegion as in some other
aless o spedt and language processingfor example
informaion extraction and retrievd (Wwith US DARRA-
sponsad exercises)or indeed parsing (sse ELSNewg.3,
July 1998). Sme promisng outline proposas were put
forward; however, it ismucdh harder to evaludea perticular
genedtion module than, for instance, a parser since the
genedion tak isin gened wider and less well-defined
Thusin contrast to producing gntax trees for individual
sentences geneaion sydem might take & imput a
semantic epresentdon and poduce a aomber of
sentence®ften with many dternaive phradngs being
equally accepteble The evaludion issue will without doubt
resurdceat f uturegenedion confelences

Thee is condderable activity in language processing
reseahin Israel.Isied is not a member of the European
Union, dthough by virtue of being an Oassotad gae0,
reseash thereis digble for EU funding in the Fouth ad
Fifth Framework Progammes (in common with Icdad

and Narway, for example) Mud Isredli academic rese@h
in this fidd is faity accessble gppeaing in maingream
intendiona compuationa linguigics pulications and
often concerrstheprocessng o Endish.

Michad Elhadad, of Ben-Guion Universty & Bear Sheva,
wastheINLG confelence chair Elhaded and hiscolleegues
hae devdoped FUF/SJRGE, a bak-end realistion
module (for Endish) tha is widely used in the genedion
comnunity: ather current work is focussing on applying
genedtion tetniques to autometic summarisaion and
intelligent document credion. Bar llan University near Tel
Aviv, isanother mgor centre for language processingldo
Dagan and co-workers have devdloped innovetive statistical
tediniques and gpplied them to mutilingud informaion
accesstext mining the dignment of pasdld teds in
dispagte languagesand shdlow parsing

At Tetinion Bthe |gad | nstitute of Tedinolay, in Hafab
Nissim France ad ollesgues are woking on natural
languge smartics and on formd issues in wnification-
based grammar processingAlon | tai has been involved in

reseah on marpholajca and word snse disambiguation
of Hebrew. Hebrew, themain dficid language of Israelisa
highy inflected languege w hid may explan thefact that, to

dde, theehas been compearaively little computationa woik

on it aove the morpholgjcd level. However this may
chang dnce there are now extensie linguigic resoures
availdble: for instance Yaacw Choueka of Bar Ilan

Unieisty has led alarge team of linguists computaonal
linguists and lexicaygphes in the devdopment of a
compehensie and rolug st of tools (lemmatises, etc)

and deta(dctionaies) for the proaessng of Hebrew

FOR INFORMA TION
John Carrall is aa Advanced Reseah Fellow & the
Univessity of Sussg.
Email: johnca@ca@ssusx.aak
Web: http://wwwcagssusx.acik/lab/nlp/camoll/
The confeence progranme and Pogstript vesors of the
papesaeoninea hitp://wwweshgu.adl/~nlg2000/

Descriptions ofhe associed workshops a& &
http://wwwcsbgu.acil/~nlg2000/ws1.html and
http://wwwcsbgu.acil/~nlg2000/ws3.html

Conkrence Bpott
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Project Updge

TRINDI Project NearsConclusion

Robin Cooper Gsteborg University

The EU Language Engneering

reseah project TRINDI (Task
Oriented I rstructional Didogue)
condudes a the end of August
2000. The project, which is a
colleboetion between GSteborg

Uniersty (scientific coardindor),

Edinturgh Univessity (financid

coodinator), UnvestS des
Sadandes SRI Camlridge, and
Xeox Reseah Centre Europehas
taddled some  fundamertd

prodemsin thededgn of dialgue sygams Its cantrd focus
has been ontherepresention of informaion aout thedate
of the didogue (eg., whd quedions are under discussan,

wha abligations adadogue partidpant has & agiven stage of

thedidogug and how ach informaion shoud beupdeted as
the didague progressesThe project hes taken a practical
gopoah to thee theoreticd isues by implemerting a
toolbe, the TRINDIKIT, which dlows usars to experiment
with dffent kinds of informdion states and rues for

upddingthem.

Robin Cooper (photo by
Anton Nijholt)

The economic and ocigld impect of spolen languege
dialaue systems is vag and potentidly farreabing in the
changs it may bring abaut in the informaion society. The
emphasisisshiftingfromtraditiond computer inerfaceswith
sceans ad keyboads to computational modues enbedded
in gppliancedend-hdd devicesand informaionsydems As
size deaeasss and mobiity increasesand computdional
eements become moreand moreubiquitousin our daly life
(from gmart houses to internet access via mabile phone),
spolen languege didogueis increasinly becoming the mos
atractve interface Thee is paertid here for a profound
changin theway weinterad with our machinesThe current
stded theartin dadoguetechnolay doesna ye providefor
gydems whidh have moderately complex betaviour ad
which @n essily be ported to different domains Thedaogue
sygemtoolkitsthat exis (eg.,thePhilipsand Nuances/gems)
give quite restricted behaviour and neveithdess requie a
considaae effort to aede anew didogue s/gem. Systems
whichhave morecomplex benaviour, eg.,based on reasoning
about plans tendto requie alarge amount of workif they ae
to be ported to different domans or languages This project
aimed to find amidde ground by developing a theoretical
gppoab besed on informaiongaeswhid issmpleenough
to dlow raid pratotyping of experimentd sygems and to
crede a framaok in which it is esder to part from one
doman to anathe and from onelanguageto another.

The thee main objecties listed in the pject® work
plan were to:

¥ analse kdures of human-human task-oriente
instructional dialgue vhich hase to do with the ay

)

patticipants bange during the cose ofthe dialgue

¥examine how such fedures can be modfied in order to

amplify the task of facilitding human-madhineinteraction
whid is both returd and robust,even though it is more

restricted then human-human didogue

¥buld a computiond modd of informaion revision in
task-oriented and ingructiona didogue and irstructional
texts

e conddered three domainsin pursuing these ol ectives:
autooue (planning a roue between two ditie); travel
panning (flight booking), and machine repar (Xerox
madine marual). The daogues we corsidered in this
pioject werefor themog pat information sekirg Bwheethe
g/dem narmaly has a series of questions whid the use
mug answer in order to enablethe sygemto perform some
task Amongother things asuccessful flexide s/stem needs
to be dle torecgrise tha it hasreceved the ansver to a
quegion even if it has not yet asked the quettion. It must
dso be ale to cope with incomplete answers and with
answeisthe givemoreinformation than was expected.

Thee wee five main themes in the gect:

Analydsd instructiona dia oguesand dialogue systems

Folloving the aemll aim of the ppject to elate

information staes to dialgue mwes in a way tha

allavs for practical implementigon, we examined some
instoctiond didogues and texts (concentrating on

autooute and médune gpair domains) and deloped
methodsdr coding ér informdion staes

At the same time, we gave abrief sunvey of some existing
dialgue sysems ad dtempted to devdop a way of

evaluding didogue sysems relevant to information dates
(the TRINDI Ticklist).

Computational model of dialogue dynamics

This theme represented the heart of our theoretical and
implementiand developmentWe develgped a theoretical
view o informdion date ypdate in daogue tha would
encompess dte ndive views Bauch asthe Poesio- Taimview
of convesdiond upddes based on miao-corvesdional
eents DRT, Ginzhug&didogue gane boardwith Quegtions
Under Discussion (QUD); and Conversgéiond Game Theoly
& it hasbean developeda SRI Cambricge

We d developed atodkit environment (TR NDIKIT), in
whidhit is possbleto implamert didogue move engnesand
expaiment with dfferert kinds of informaion date and
informdion update rules and dgorithmsOur hopeisthat the
TRINDIKIT will provide an envionment far the rapid
prototyping of dialgue sygems based on gened theoretical



Validation of the model in the scenarios

Validation wes caried out by showing that the geneal
theorticd and implementationd tods we developed could
be aylied to paticular domans and implementations
(indudng text as a limit caze of dialgue),and could
account for various leves of inteection between user and
madineTheimplementdionsthat wele carried out as part
of thevalidaion are:

GoDiSsS b a simple implementation based on
Ginzhurg® dialogue ame boat, which shavs how
the notion ofaccommodé&on can be xploited

MIDAS D a DRT basd implementation induding
agpectsof the Poesio-Taum gpproab, which exploits
first order theorem proving in didogueupdates

EDIS B a more direct implementaion of the
Poesio-Taum gproad

IMDIS b a simple ageion of GoDiS to deal with
texts which shavs tha a singge system can be useg
both to @neste text and to conduct a ceersdion
on the content ofthe tet.

SRI autoroute B a demonstion tha the SRI
autopute systembased on corersational games
can be cast in ters of the TRINDIKIT

SRI robust B a demonsdiion of robust semantic
processing

Inf or mation str ucture in dialogue dynamics

This theme was more exploratory then the preceding ones.
I tdedlswithw ays of repreeentingfocus-gpund aticuldion
and padldian in the kind of informdion gateswe have
been usng, and how prosog can be relded to these
informaion states \\e have implemented a demondration
shavingthat thereare simple strategies for predicting focus
prosoy (eg., for pardld quetiong from informaion
stdes withaut having to encodefocus informdion as such

overtly in the informadion state. This can be used to

improve the peformance of off-the-shelftext-to-spedt
gystems connected to a didogue system kuilt with the
TRINDIKIT.

Modelling robust processing ofdialogue

A themetha we have purauedthroughout dl our work onthe
prgect is the rel@ance and naure of undespecified and
robug procesing to the kind of dialaue s/gdems we are
inteesed in.

During thefind phase of
the project we intend to
produce a singe
document that  will
present the redults in a
mote accessble fashion
for a gened audence
At the same time we
hope to get the
TRINDIKIT into a
form whee it might be
user friendly enough to
be geneally wsed by
dialaue sydem
deselopesinteretedina
@lug and play0 approat to didogue systems based on
informdion states

Anne Zeeren (Xerok Research
Cente Eunpd and Staffan Larssn
(GSteorg Universty) present joint
vork a trefind TRINDI review

FOR INFORMA TION
Robin Cooper is Professor in Computatiordl Linguigtics
a GSteboig Univesity, and cordindor of TRINDI.
Email: trindi@ling.gu.se

For further informdion, together with ddiveigbles and
other refelences (including thosein thisrepott), demos
and a downloadéale version of theTRINDIKIT:

Web: http://wwwing.gu.seéseath/pojects/trindi

Book Announcement
and Offer
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ELSNewsLetters Page

ELSNews haseceied this topical letter dim Adam Kilgrriff,
at the Uniersity of Brighton® Information Echnolgy Reseah
Institute.

ELSNews irvites regorees to this letter, as well as readersQ
conments and qinias relating toany dler material gopearirg in
itspeges Yaur viensbeveninfomally expressd Bonany maita's
relatedtohuman larguege tehndajiesare dway swelcomed.

Send gur contributions tothe Editor &nny Noris, by 15
October for inclusion in the next issue.

Email: jennyn@cgssussex.ac.uk

Dear Jenry,

Anyore who hasworked with corporawill bedl too anae
of diffeeences between them. Depending on the
diffelences between them, it may, or may not, be
reasorae to expect rewults based on one corpus to be
aso vdid for another. It may, or may na, be gppropride
foragammayor parserbased on oneto peformwel on
anothei t may, or may not, be graightbrward to port an
gpplicaion from a domain of the fird text type to a
domain of the second. Curenty, chaacteristions of
copora are mostly textual. A corpus is described as sa,
OW Street JoumalCor Oarscripts of business meeting)
or Gdreign learnesCessys (intermedite grade)dt would
bedesirableto be ableto place anew corpusin relaion to
exiging ones and to be able to quantify dmilarities and
diffeences

Allied to corpus-gmilarity is corpus-homgeneity An
undegandng of homaerdty is a prelequsite to a
measwrof the dmilarity Bit makesllitle senseto compare
acorpus sampled across many genes like the Brown, with
acorpus of wedher forecasty ouwant to be ableto sy,
simply, tha thefirst is broad the sscond, narow

Given the centrdity of comporl to contemporary
languge eng neering, it isremakable how little reseath
thee hasbeen to date on thequegion. S meof themog
sdient work is D oug Biber§ where the god is explicitly
to identify the diffelences between different text types
There has been continuing work in this paradigm,with
mixed results

Compaing @rpormis a variant on comparing texts and
thefidd of text dassifictkkon isacdosereldive, though the
standalasumptionsin text dassificaon of a st of pre-
defined categories and tha the intereging diffelences
relde to aubject areardher than gene, mean tha mud
work isnot sdient. The TypTex sydem (Folch et d., 2000)
demonstes one text dassificdon sydem that does nat
male these assumptions ad which can be gpplied to

cCompai M cornom

The ony well-undestood meases ae peplexity and
cross-entopy, from inbrmation theoy: these ae used
to assess homogeneity and similarity in language
modelling paticulaty for goeech recanition (eg,
Roulos, 1996). However, it is an assumption thiahey
ae suitable messures which match pre-theoetic
judgements and which capture the aspects of
homagneity and similarity thaare of interest or
various languge engineering pyroses;and thee is
evidence tha they do not m#&h our intuitions ll
(Kilgarriff and Rse 1998).

Theeare of couse maly waysin whic two corporawill

differ, and diffelent kinds of diffelences will be relevant
for dif felent kinds of pumposesrl hugsimilarity such that

apart-of-spedrctagger developed for one corpus works
well in the other may differ from similarity for machine
transldion.We currenty lack a sophisticated vocdulary
for taking about the diffelent ways in whidch corpoma
differ, and how these might correlae with the cogs of

potting LE gpplicdions

Thee will be a workshop onOComparing Quoradin
associgon with theACL meeting in Hong Bng (the
workshop will be on 7th or 8th Octoberyhere we
anticipde taking these questionsrivard and vorking
out impoved vays of measuring c@us similarity and
compus homaeneity

Yours sinceely,

Adam

Adam Kilg anif f® letter refers to the bllowing:

Biber, D. 1988. \ariation across Speech andriig.
Cambridg Uniesity Press

Biber, D. 1995.Dimensions in Rgister driation.
Cambridge Unversity Press

Folt, H. e d. 2000.TyPTex: Inductie typologica text
classificeion by multivarige statistica anayds for
NLP sygems tuning/evaludion.Pioc LREC-2,
AthensVol 1, pp. 141-148.

Kilganiff, A.and Rse T. G. 1998. Measues br
copus similarity and homogeneityProc EMNLP
3,Granada,Spain.pp 46-52.

Roukos S 1996 Languae Representizon.In Cole(ed)
Suneyd tre Seeof tre Artin Hunan Largjueg
Technolgy, N S= and EC. Chapter 16.
www.cseogi/CSLU/HL Tsuwveyhtml

Email: Adam.Kilgarriff@itri.brighton.acuk



ELRA: The European Language
Resoures Associaon

Khalid Choukri, Chief Executie Officer, ELRA

Sreeitsfoundation five yearsaq E L RA hasteanworkirg to inmpove

langiege resouresfar the larguege engineerirg cammurity. This rgport

expairs the mehvds it usesinits enckavour tomeet the nedsd’ those
who us, and thy e who provide laguege resouces

The European Language Resoues Associton (ELRA) was
founded in 199 & amembeaship asocdiaion by anumber of
leading academic and private-sedar bodesin cogperdion with
theEuropean Commission. | t amsto serve asafocd point for
thecdlettion,maketingdistritutionand licensing of languge
resoures and provides gened informaion in the fidd of
languae engnexing ELRA is thus an efficient intaface
betveen languageresour (LR) provides and LR users

Mar ket watch and identification of usesteeds

Asaprovider of LRSELRA andysesthe LR make fromtwo
poirtsof view: tha of theLR providerby cdlectingLRsand
proposing distribution means and lutionsto legd isues;and
tha of the LR user, by suggesting resoues thet metch usasG
needsand relded legd mdters As regads LR colection,
ELRA kegs an upcated inventoy of exiging resowres
enauing their reushility and negotiding with provides and
offes them through its ctal@ueSuneys ae d mnduded
to determire usas(heads and the market ssgmenttion of
edging appliciionstoolsand resowesThe EL RA surveys
on usarsOneeds hae evolved ad improved over time, and
provide an excellent baometer for messiring the recert pad,
presengndfutureneadsof LR usa's Suveyingand andlysing
uses@esdsenablesusto developamarerelidde andworkeble
business panfor our LR didribution and production activities

Two mgor aurveys have recenty been completed: one to
asess usersMeeds (the types of LRs tha potentid users
work with and/or are interesed in); the othe to identify
commeuid products availdde Detdls of the former (the
19992000 LR UsrsONeed Survey) may be sen a
http://www?2.dwo.lu/lang@ng/pojects/Bpp/inde.html,
and the preliminay resuts gppear in the ELRA Navdetter,
Vol. 4, No. 4. Diffelernt agects of the survey have been
presmted a reent confernces and wolkshopsand ae
pubished in language technolay newslettes and journals
(Allen, 2000a-bAllen and Choukri, 2000).

The later survey, conducted between March and May 2000
by ELDA (the European Language Resoures Distribution
Ageny D EL RAGdistri bution unit), is entitled the OELB
suvey on multilingud issues: evdution of languges in
speeh and machine transléion productsQt amed to
estalishwha commercid products are dreag available or
planned inthese domains andto assessthe evolution of the

mutilingual sysems offered from 199 and expected up to
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ELRA website and in a forthcoming atide in the
Intemetiord durrdl for Largueg and Daumertation (JL D).

Commissioning production of resouices

ELRA ussthe arveysto entenceits busnessplanand ddine
polig for its new activity in commissioning LR production
projectsit producesL R prefeenceligs whid may gve some
hints ebout the ariertaionsof thefidd. The prefeenceligs of
paticuler interest to the language engineering community ae:

¥ SpedtDat-lik e déebase (1000-5000 spezik)

¥ Spedu daebase for emberlded sygems (500-1000 gpeskers)

¥ Ponuncidion lica (for speeb recanition and
speeb synthesisinduding pioper names)

¥ Dialgue copus

¥ Enrid existing speeb LRs in the ELRA dalogue

¥ Multilingual spedt synthesis dabase

¥ Lage monolingual cqrora

¥ Ramllel texts

¥ Bi/rultilingual computdional lexica

¥ Multimedia cqous

¥ Multimodal copus

Following these peference lists and the uséneed
suwvey resultseight pojects hae been co-funded:

¥ Copus of written Business Efligh

¥ Bilingual LR dictionariesdr Endish and Rssian

¥ Expanding Bsouces 6r Temminology Extraction

¥ |talian Boadcast Nes Compus

¥ Ponunciation leicon of British Engdish place
namessumamesand filst names

¥ Scientific Cqous of Moden Frend

¥ Geman-Fend Parllel Corpus of 30 million words

¥ Columbian Spanish Spéé&rat-like dasbase

One of the mast recent demands for LRs isin the area of
multimedia and mutimodd data. Specifical} within
multimodd processing-Rs ae requied for: face tracing;
gestue recgnition; facid andysis; eye-@2 traking; face
recgnition; peon identification; sped®lip readingfocus
of atentionjfacid animetion;and mutimodd error recorery
With increasing intereg in thiskind of data, it is important
tha EL RA and ELDA cortinue to monitor and survey this
aea dosey and in futhe ddall in order to improve ther

response to thisinaeasinty important aeafor new L Rs
Resource Quality
The reushility and quelity of LR products ae issues that
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Workshop
Announcement

byanumber of validdion procedugsValidéion criteriadiffer
widely between speech, text and terminolay deta,s0 ELRA
is establishing anetwoik of L Rvaliddion centres

ELRA do promotes the dedgn and use of diferernt LR
validaion maruas (aurrenty availdde for written corpolaand
lexica, and for speech LR9), which ae usal for both in-
praduction and pod-production validdion. It is of utmost
impotancethet theminmum st of coreaiteiafor LRmea
desaiption and annatation schemeas be deseloped.Thiswill
hdp toset gandards to befolloved by producesandexpected
by users theeby enaringthe quality of LR products

Daastandardisdion is d a qudlity criterion, with different
standatfs relaing to diffelent types of dda. Speeh
reseathes dread/ benefit from ecified sandards as a
result of an Esprit progran (SAM), and the gandardisdion
of telghone netwoiks has contributed to that of the deta
they cary. For witten LRs and teminolgy, common
formas such @& SGML, o the internaiond Text Encoding
Initidi ve (TEI), are nowwidespread formatting Sandards for
the description and shering of document3 he stuation for
teminolay is more mompgex, and severd prgectsfocuson
the exdhangeforma isse (MA RTIF, Geneter).

Standdisaion and validdion proceduss acording to
predefined standards will contribute to both the qudity
and the reusaility of LRs ELRA will pursueits effortsin
validgion and market wetch in order to offer users the
very best of languge resouwres
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FOR INFORMA TION

ELRA intiged the Language Resoures and Evaludion
Conéence (LREC) sries Informadionon thisconfeence
Fies an befound &: http://wwwirec-conoig/

Khaid Choukri is Chief Executve Officer of ELRA

Email: Choukri@elda.fr
Web:  http://wwwelda.fr

COMLEX 2000

Computdional Lexicography and Multimedia Dictionaries
22-23 Setember 2000,Pdras, Greece

ThisWork @ is aganiedby the Department d Electricd & Computer Ergineging, Univerdty of Ratras Greze. It is supparted
by ISCA (Internatiand Spech Comnuni ation Assiciatian) and ELSNET

The workshgp ams to present the date of the at in

coipushased monolingud and multilingual lexicarapty

(coporacredion,methads and tod sfor lexicd knowledg

extraction, knowvledg represent@on, etc), and the

integration of various moddities (extual,spolken,visud) in

electoric dictionaries In paticulag it ams to present
curent work and the realts of ndiond and internaional
projectsrelded to the subject area.

Thegiertific program fo be mnducted in English wil indude
severd invitedleduresaswdl assbmitted pgoer presentions
The Proceedngswil beavaildble & theworkshop

Topics to be discussed the workshop will indude:

¥ Electonic copora for leicography

¥ Methods and toolsif coipus based lecography
¥Acquisition and eusaility of lexicography resouces
¥Annotaion of lexicog aphy resouces

¥ Ewaluation and wlidation of lexicography resouces

¥Tredment of momphology and poyseny

¥ Fecanition of lexical units in text

¥ Monolingual and wattilingual lexicography

¥Integration of various moddities in dectronic dictionaies

¥ Multimedia infrmation retrieval

¥Jpeath gnthesis/recanition for multimediadictionaries

¥ Engdopaedic dictionaries

¥ Specialised dictionaries (langadeabing NLP
goplications etc)

¥ Intenet based dictionaries

¥ Other subject®leted to the wrkshop

The workshop will be held a the confelence centre of the
Univerdty of Pdras GreecePatras is located on the west
wad of Greece200 km from Athensand close to the
famousardhaeolgcd stesaf Olympia,Delphiand Carinth.

For further inbrmation, including egistition (open
until 1st Sptember 2000)yisit the COMLEX website
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